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A— — 


Rom. 3. The latter end of the firft Vetſe , 
and the former end of the ſecond, 

wht profit is there of Circumciſon ? 
Much every way. | 


A TH it not been right- 
ly (as well as long) ſaid, gpirizus Pauli, 
that St. Pauls Spirit 1s Exemplum Mi- 
the Miniſters Pattern ? ”i&'- 

Who would not chooſe in writing 

(yea and ſpeaking) to imitate this 

Gopy ? He(according to the Wit- 

dom given unto him) when he de- 

ivered DoQrines, did withal deli- 

er Cautions, to prevent the wrong 
eand Application of them. 

A 2 Accor- 


Rom), 2. eſpe- 


(2) 
Accordingly , having taught in 
the foregoing Chapter , that both 


cially the 14ſt Jews and Gentiles were under an 


verſes. 
Heb. 12. 14, 
Rom. 2. 17. 


 Armilla Ca- 
trehet. pag. 


92s 


See Synopſis 
Critic ad lo- 


CUMs 


Obligarion to look after regenera- 
ting Grace , that neither of them 
without inſide-holineſs ſhould come 
to the bleſſed-making Sight of God. 
He forelaw, that the . Jew, who 
ſtood much upon his points, bear- 
ing himſelf high, and boaſting of 
the Law would be ready to raiſe 
ObjeRions, and ſay, Paul, youare 
a Leveller, you take down that Par- 
tition-wall, which was of Gods ſet- 
ting up. Have the Jews no way the 
better of the Gentiles ? Do you 
make Circumciſion a meer inſignifi- 
cant Ceremony ? | 

To this the Apoſtle makes his Re- 
ply : Though he hold faſt his for- 
mer Conclulion, That pure Religi- 
on, and undefiled before God is an 
inward thing, lying firſt and moſt 
open to. Gods Eye; yet he freely 
grants, | 

That during the Old Teſtament 
diſpenlation, the Jews Priviledges 
werefar before thoſe of other Na- | 
tions ; they lay nearer to, .and fair- | 

+ ap 


' er for Grace, who lived under the” 
means of Grace, and he gives us fair 
footing for the | 
- DOCT RINE. 


Circumciſion was an Ordinance of 
great uſe (and advantage) to the 
Tews.. 


Iam aware, that the Anſwer gi- 


ven in the words, ach every way, Id:m, ſee Piſ- 
cator ad locum. 


15 thought firſt to refer to the firſt 
Queſtion, What advantage hath the 
Few 2 Yetſome who- are of that 0- 
pinion, do apprehend that they are 
alſo reſpettive to the ſecond Quere, 
concerning the profitableneſs ot Cir: 
cumcifion. | 

We find Holy Stephen reckoning 
it asa prime' favour vouchſlafed to a 7 3 
the Fathers, that the Covenant of nj mnghealo 

; © Zle 4+ 
Circumcifion- was given *em. And 
we often find the Uncircumcifed laid 
OW. | 
If inquiry be, What Circum- 
| cifion was ? 
T anſwer;1t is thus deſcribed. 

It was a Sacrament of the QId 
| A 3 Teſta- 


4 


See e's s Teſtament, onifying and Nas up 


Gal, 2.7,89 


to the people of the Jews, their en- 
trance into Covenant with God, for 
the remiſſion oſtheir Sins, and mor- 
tification of their Luſts,-by faith in 
Chriſt to come. 

The order was, that the Male- 
” Children ſhould be circumciſed : 
This Sign was ſet on that part of the 
Body , membrumwirile , which is 
proper ito-Men ; yet were not Wo- 
men in 1/7act (though naturally in- 
capable ot the Sign) counted. uncir- 
cumciled, but as circumciſed in the 
Males ; the Gentiles. are till ſet 
forth under the notion of the uncir- 
cumcifion ;.-And the Apoſtle, whoſe 
preaching was to Jewiſh Women, is 
* ſaid to have the Goſpel of the Cir: 
cumciſion committed tohim. _ 
| What Circumciſion was as al A- 
Aion, and what it Was 45 af Ordi- 
nance, hath been hingeg. 

It may next be put: to the que- 
ſtion, 

Wheren lay the, Begfit of 
Circumceſions = 

Anſw. That wempy, givetthe het- 

terrel9tyrion, we + wilbfuſcigpch on 
0 þ / Circum- 


m 
Circumciſion as a Sign, and ſhey , 
that ( as ſuch) it was advantagi- 
OUs. 


 (1.) It was a ſign ofa differencing 


ſevered from Sinners of the Gentiles; 
the Children brought forth within 
( and by) the Church .(whowere vi- 
ſibly belonging to the Kingdom of 
God) were (by this) known (and 
parted). from the Children of the 
Heathens , who (asto their viſible 
Rate) were in Satans Kingdom. They 
who do not judge this a gracious 
Vouchſafement, are far andfar from 


my Judgment,  Hath not the Seed - * - 


on which God hathyritten, the name 
of jHoly , the upper, hang of that 
which is profane ? . Doth not- the 
Mountain. of the Lord: overtop tho 
Mountains of the World ? | 


(2 )- The Sign... of Gircymcifion S192 demon- 
was, a Sign of a demonſtrative and ftratioums 


inftrufting lort, Two grand Truths 
were .taught in and by it, to wit , 
The great Malady, and the Soveraign 
Remedy of Falkn Man. . © 


I, They 


THE IEY ae Srgnum diſtin- 
and diſtinguiſhing nature : Hereby, #roun. 
they. who WEIE Jews by nature Were Gal. 2. 15» 


| 
| 
| 


See Dr. Taylor - 


Y"9") 
1. They who looked at it with a 
right eye, faw in and through it , 
the grievous pollution and, defile- 
- ment of Mans' Nature. That very 
| part was choſen ( and pitched on) 
by God, to be the Seat of Circum- 
cifion, which might (when thought 
on) 'preach/to perſons, what cauſe 
they had to be aſhameqvf their na- 
tural impureties: Had not the heatts 
of Men had:a Forcskin on *em,which 
cauſed theyi'to ſtand in need of Spi- 
ritual Circumciſion,” there had been 
no order nor -uſe for '<circameifin 


on the Types. 


Fer. 4.4- and paringaway the Forcskin of the 
Deut, 20. 6. laſh 7 Trnoakt C5 —_— $7 
Rom, 2, the Fleſt - , It Way. .lrcumcifion In ne 
bat. Spirit and'6f the Heart, which God 


cle iudetoe.- 2H 
*'( 2') Circumciſion ſerved : as. a 
Glaſs, through which they who had 
Spiritual-Sipht- might foreſee that 
Exod. 4.25. cleanſing ;. which was” to. be had 
| -_ © througha Redeemers ſufferings. It 
1s clear, that blood was drawn of 
thoſe that' were - circumcifed : On 
this account, Zzpporah fell fouly on 
Moſes, as* if he: had been a bloody 
Husband, when-her Son had come 
under that Ordinance. 
be: 234 o The 


} whereby Gods 1/rael' was faſteried 

q perſons under a ſolemn Obligation 

J to'oblerve that Law which God then ;,, er 
1 {ctforth. ORE: | 


q laid inthe ballance ofa found Jucg- 


' How true (and taking) is that ex- elt regnare 


(7) | 

The ſoreneſs of the men of Sche- 
chem after they had been brought 
under it, is noted. They were the 
beſt men, that were hereby moſt led 
to look before *em to the cleanfing 
Merit and Spirit of the Mediator 
that was then to come, I will here 
only addas to this, 

( 3. ) Circumciſion was an obli- Signun obli- 
ping bindipg Sign. 1s it not fit- gativum, 
y compared to a golden Claſp, 


(or faſt tyed) to him? Itbrought 


" Nowlet theſe two particulars be 


ment , and certainly they will 
weigh much. ” 
C1.) Wasit not a priviledg,for 
perlons at once to have their Sin , 
and him that was to fave them from 
it, ſet before them. 
( 2.) Was itnot a Priviledge, to 
be under a ſacred Bond to God ? Servire Deo, 


preſſion, Geds Service 1s perfett free- 


dow? Are they not honourable , 
A that 


that are Retainers to. the King: of 
Glory ? oa: | 

Andas there was: mich of profit 

Rom. 4. 11. inCurcumglion confidered as a Sign, 

fo was bhere alto, when. Jooked at 

unter the conſideration of a Seal. 

Seals,.:{as js well known) are for ſc- 

See Mr, Blake Vefal utes, and ends-; ſuch as ſecre- 
his Covenant cy, ſecurity, watranty, - I ſhall (at 

raled, preſent) hint, That this Seal of Cir- 

__ cumcalign, ſerved tp ratifie Gods 


Sracious Covenant, and- to. confirm | 


Gen, 17.7,10. the Faith pf the Faithful, as to the 


great point, that God would be their | 
God, and the God. of their Seed: | 


-_ 


- The Covenant that is preached ge- 


See Dr. Man- nerally in the Word, is applyed par- || 
ticularly, in the Seals (or .Sacra- 


r0n on the Im- 
provement of 


- ments) annexed to it, 
Baptim. But war Ifaid 6 the two fore- 
going Queſtions, was but. to make 


way. for that which follows. 


* Of what uſe 1s this Doftring 
unto us 2 


 Aaſw. The main Application We 
{hall nozy make of it is, without con- 
troverhe Baptiſin is. an Qrdinance 

NO | of 


/ out fora Man of War; 1 ſhall only 


” & 


of 'preat/-ule. and 


advatitage-, unko 
Chriſtians, | | {55 


dwelt in the Buſh, in eyery one of 
his Inftitutions ? 7 - 
Were Gods Ordinances under 


I the Law. gdvantagious, andre they 


not ſo in Golpel-times ? :Are not 


S larger niealures of the Spirit now 
- 8 poured forth ? | 


But ] find my {elf here way-laid, 


. 4 Whilſt Diſputes are held, who are 


the Subjeas that are to receive Bap- 


| tiſm, and whether ſome ulages 


ſhould attend the Adminiſtration; 
there are thoſe riſen up, who are 
not known by the name of Socinans, * 
who decry, diſclaim, (yea diſdain) 
all Water-Baptiſm. | 

With grief be it written,and read, 


| their Quarrels againſt this Ordi- 


nance of Chriſt, are fathered upon 
the Spirit of Chriſt. I was not cut 


point 


The genuineneſs: and teafonable- gee Mr. whi- 
neſs of this Inference ſhines into eve- ſtov's Eflay, 
ry open eye. They who grant that f48+ 12+. . 
it is Gods appointment, cannot fair- Mr, Rzw on 
ly deny, that it is beneficial to men. Meditation , 
Is not the good will of him that 48+ 12» 13: 


point'to thoſe for whom this Paper 
is intended, that it isclear. 

(1 )- There is a Baptiſm enjoyn-l| ; 
Afts 28. 19, edand'appointed, -which isthe duty iſ 


20. and - proper work of Men, of thefl 
Lords":'Miniſters : Now this can be 
no other 'than Baptiſm by Water. " 


He who faith it was the duty of 
the Apoſtles to baptize with the Ho- 
ly Ghoft, takes onhim the task, to | 
Prove = | | 

See Mr. Scay- ( 1-) That they were capable of þ 
dret, Mr, Fal- 1o doing. | 
S and Mr. * ( 2.:), That they finned, when | 
goa wory they fell ſhort of, and attained not | 
"xe this EffeRt-z.. but neither of theſe | 
things are proveable. 

( 2.) There is a Baptiſm inſti- 
tutedand' enjoyned, which is of an 
external and outward nature, and is 

Mini, 28.19, joyned to-and with 1uch teaching , 
Os as is of that ſort. Now this is Wa- 
ter-Baptiſm ; yea the uling of ſuch 

a Baptiſm is to continue tothe End 

of the World. [ 

( 3. ) Thereremains no room for |! 

_— this Truth, that the bleſ- 

ed Apoſtles. of our moſt Bleſſed 

Afts 8. 38,39. Lord did uſe and adminiſter Bap- 
tilm 


we. AM, op. 605 FO RY © 


Fu +5 4a ac 


/ I I } 


tiſm by Water. To ſay, or think, 
that they (or any of them) did it 


without a Commiſtion or Command 
from Chriſt, is moſt unreaſonable. 
But my next work will lye (I 
viii not ſay againſt but) with thoſe 
perſons, who are free and full for 
Water Baptiſm ; but are utterly 
unſatisfied, as to Infant Baptiſm. I 
believe, they would not fay,of what 


avail can Baptiſm be to Infants? if 


they did belief and ſee that it was 


Gods will, they ſhould partake of 


it. 

[ cannot but count it among Gods 
great Favours to his Church, that 
Infant-Baptiſm wants no ſuch weak 
Defenders as my poor ſelf: Many 
of the excellent of the Earth have 
(to the beſt purpoſe) written for it. 

] defire (calmly and cooly) to hint 
ſome of the things which have much 
weighed with me, which I perceive 
have alfo been judged weighty, by 
my betters. 

(C 1. ) In the firſt Covenant (the 
Covenant- of Works) Infants were 
taken in with Parents. They were 


ſo alſo, inthe former Edition of the 
ſecond 


Mr, Baxter, 
Mr, Whiſton, 
Mr, Willis,&Cc. 


Vide TheſesSal- 


murienſes de 
Pxdobapt. 


| 4. + 20 

ſecond Covenant, the Covenant of 

Grace. And [I find this fpoken by 

way of encouragement to the con- 

vinced Jews, that they would em- 

braceand entertain the Goſpel. The 

Ads 2.38,39* grand Promiſe (or Covenant) con- 

tinued, as to them, 1o to their Chil- 

dren. It would have been no ſmall 

bar, to have kept *em out of the 

New-Teſtament Church, if their 

Children might not have been, as 

aſoretime, taken in with *em. I 

hope many who are Difſfenters, do 

conſent to this, That their Children 

are comprehended within Gods gra- 

Epbe,, 2.12. Clous Covenant, (Are not they with- 

out God in the World, who are ſtran- 

gers to the Covenant of Promiſe ?) 

And methinks this Argument wants 

Federati ſigna- not ftrength. The Seal of the Cove- 

the nant belongs to all the Covenanters, 

that are capable of it. 

( 2. ) I find that the Children that 

* 1Cor. 7. 14+ have (atleaft) one believing Parent 

are Saints, or Holy Ones; and may 
not Saints be baptized? 

(3. ) When Houſholds were 


& 
& ide 


baptized, I can ſee nothing like a. 


Warrant, for excepting the _—_ 
| tnar 


PR PII EO ener 4 1 


eo" X 


(13) 


that were therci! , or for faying ; 5 
there were no Infants rhete.” 

( 4. ) When order is given for 
diſcipling (or making Diſciples of) 
all Nations ; (and thoſe on whoſe 
Necks Circumciſion was laid are 
counted Diſciples. ) And withal 
there is order that thoſe. who are 
Diſciples fhall be baptized. How 
can I ſhut 6nt thole little Diſciples 
from Baptiſm ? who, though 'they 
cannot learn as others (at prefent) 
may be entred into Chriſts School , 
in order to their Learning for the 
true. --.-. 

Tet evident , that when 
ſome preſented ſuch Children unto 
Chrift, (charitably and rightly be- 
lieving, that he who ſhewed fo much 
favour to the Aged, would not fhut 
Infants out of h is Favour) though 
his Diſciples were angry , ke was 
well pleafed withit , and encoura- 


| ped the bringing of ſuch Infants to 


im. I donotfay be baptized 'em - 
the Scripture” tells us, he did' not 
with and-by is own hands adthini- 
ſer this Ordinance: But let this be 
thought __ 


1. Chil- 


Mat. 28. 19, 
20. 
MaJeTivouree 
See Spunhem 
Dubia Evang. 
Pare 3» P. 93+ 


Mat. 19. 13 


If. 
Hark 10s 


Fo. 4.2. 


OADIESIER <a ce 6 —odttc FE Le RELFS We iSAet AG SSIS Lee ern ce. 


Mat. 19. 14. 
Mark, 10, 


(14) - 

1: Children have as much need 
now, as then of being preſented unto 
Chriſt. 

2. Parents ſhould have as great 
a deſfirenow as any had then, to be 
preſenters of their Babes to him. 

3. There isas much caule to hope 
that he will bleſs Children that are 
preſented to him, with ſpecial Co- 
venant Bleſſings, now as there was 
on | 

4. What Ordinance is there, in 
which the Faithful can preſent their 
Children fo to God, asin Baptiim 
they may ? | 

( 6. ) We have it under our bleſ\- 
fed Saviours Hand, that of Infants 
of ſuch as were brought to him, in 
the Arms of others, ofthoſe who are 
of that age, and not only of thoſe 
that are of that quality, is the King- 
dom of God, and Heaven. Take 
that Phraſe in a lower ſenſe, and it 
is taken for the Church, conſidered 
as viſible. Now may not Miniſters 
extend Baptiſm, as far as Chriſt doth 
extend Church-memberſhip ? 

| Butſuch asare for Controverſies, 
may do well to go further ; we will 
: only 


'only -in the ſhort Diſcourſe which 


we -ſhall continue, apply our ſelyes 
to thoſe who eſteem it a Priviledge, 


to have their Children within the 
Church; and withal judg, that the 


Goſpeljhath not made thePriviledges 
of Gods People fewer or leſs, than 
they were under the Law. 


I will take this for granted, That gee of thisCa- 
the Infants of Chriſtians are every vins Inſtitut. 
whit as capable of profit by Bap- #75. 4+ Tap .1 6: 


tiſm, as the Jewiſh Infants were by 
Circumciſton. Children were Chil- 
dren then. 

I will make ſome Efſays , as to 
the anſwering and refolving of ſome 
caſes of concernment. 


The Firſt is; 
In what Particulars (among others ) 
is Baptiſm uſeful and beneficial to 
Infants ? 


Anſw. 1. Is it not a prime Privi- 
ledg, tobe ſolemnly admitted, en- 
tred, and owned as viſible Members 


of that Body, of which the Lord Je- 1 Cor. 12. 19, 


ell, 20. . 


lus Chriſt is the Head ? Hath not 25-26-27: 


this Grace written on it, when per- 
B ſons 


(C167 
ſons are received, as belonging to 
the Congregation of Chrifts Flock, 
hot only to the particular Congre- 

Bajtized per- gation in which the Ordinance is ad- 
ſons ſhould love miniftred , ' but to the Univerſal 
the whole Church ? Now this is the caſe of In- 
Church, ann0t £,cts, when baptized : As Kings at 
only their own. , .*? b 
party. their Coronation, as Burgers of a 
See Mr. Zax- Corporation ( by the uſual uſage 
3ef's _ mm there) have their juſt Tle bi their 
near toe -** places openly acknowledged; lo is 
5g Fanl9 their Code enter ans Inte- 
reſt in Gods Covenant. 
1. May it not deſervedly be pla- 
ced among chief Favours, and Ho- | 
See Mr, Blikes NOUrs , that Infants are eminently 
Covenant and evidently intereſſed in the Pray- 
ſealed. ers that are preferred and put up in 
and for the Church? I know, the 
Churches Prayers are to go for all 
1Tin.2.1,2, forts of Men; but it is eſpecially 
for Z:o*sſake, that the Godly ean- 
not be filent, and for Feruſalem's 
lake , that they cannot hold their 
peace : The Prayers. that are pre- 
ferred for thoſe that are within, may 
— have more of faith and confidence in 
© *em, as to prevailing, than thoſe 
that only reſpeR them that arewith- 
| : Ss þ 


1/ai. 62: 1. 


(17) 


out. There is hope i Iſrael ;. more Ezrah1o. 2: 


bope than ordinary. : | 

3; :Dath it notdelſerve to be pla- 
ced.' among choice, 'Prerogatives , 
that Infants by . being::within the 
Church, are under that ſpecial Pros - 
vidence of God,: whichieyeth and 
diſplayed for and. on behalf of his 


Church ? Is not the Lord (ina-pe- Pal, 121. 4 > 


culiat way) the Keeper of 1/raelA *© 
isnot his Church to ſhimy as tilpGar-: 
den, his Vineyard; which he takes: 
care of and preſerves from hurt day 
and night £ Doth he overlook the: 
tender Flowers, Plants and Buds 


that are therein ? Haye not theſe 74. 13.210 


little 'ories. their Angels to attend 
amfo ..2 551 06 b5: 

4+ Do not Infants by their ſtati- 
on .and ſtanding. in the "Church 1ye 
nearer to, and fairer for. that Iipeci- 
al grace and bleſſing-which is there 
beſtowed ? Are they not thereby 
within the Lines of Spiritual Gom- 


, munication? Far. is it ſrom me, to 


limit the Holy Ohe of .1/rae/: The 
Wind of his Grace -and Spirit blow- | 


eth, where he liſteth. But 1 read, 9” 3: $: 


and {0 may others, That the Chur- . 
B 2 ches 


Tat. 27; tis 


: £28.) 

Iſci, $4. © ches Children are under a Promiſe 
of beings taught of God ; as alſo, 
that God added to the Church ſuch 
as were for Salvation. Gods high 

| Numbers 6. Bleſſings come out of Zorn : Andof 

thelatterend. gd, his Prieſts had a particular or- 
derto blefs his People. 

-. 5. Is it not greatly to the advan- 
=. = tage (as well- as honour) of Bapti- 
| Ed oy Infants, that as they arerelated 
————_ and--vilibly united to Jeſus Chriſt, 
Ill. Conſecramyy Tor they' aft conſecrated, devoted , 
I! 7atri, &c, - - and dedicated unto him, and unto 
= _ theFather, and Holy Spirit, toge- 

ther with him? Their being bapti- 
"Zed in (or into.) the Name: of the 
Trinity, is interpreted of their be- 
ing engaged in the Service of the 


Trinity. 22 SIM 

See Mr, ot. © IS it not of great: and good fignifi- 

linzſmorth, the Cation, that: Infants are in-and by 

Catechiſt Ca- Baptiſm-pre-engaged to a Chriſtian 

techized, Courſe, when they have lefs preju- 
dice againſtit? - 

« But I muſt haſten, and let what 

I have already-ſaid' ſuffice as to the 

firſt caſe, that I'may alſo have room 

to lay ſomething to what follows; 

and the caſe ſpoken to will w—_ 

ur- 


_ TS —— _— KS 1M 


(19) 
farther and fuller reſolution in by 
my reſolving the next, which is ; 


Of what uſe is it to Believing Parents, 
that their Children are Baptized in 
their Infancy £ 


1. Serious Parents make ( for 
ſubſtance) the ſame preparation for 4a5: others 
the Preſenting of their Babes to nth eytorongy 
Baptiſm, that they would do,if they ;;1'5 Life of 
were then to preſent themſelves at Faith, pag. 
the Lords Table. Is it not the ſame 339- 
Covenant, that is ſealed in the one 
and in the other? And is not ſuch 
preparation a Priviledge, as well as 
a Duty to 'em? 

2. Seeing Children are ſo near to 
Parents, that they are even Pars pa- 
rentum, Parts of *em; Is it not of 
prime advantage (and comfort) to 
*em, to ſee theſe Parts of themſelves 5ee Mr. 34x- 
owned, as Children of God the tes Review. 
Father, as Members of Chriſt, as 
in Covenant with the Holy Ghoſt, 
as joyned to that bleſſed Society the 
Church Militant on Earth, and as 
(viſibly) Heirs of that Glory which 
is the Portion of the Church Trium- 
phant in Heaven? B 3 3.Doth 


(26) 
3. Doth it not greatly conduce 
| Sea Mr. B:rrete £0 the firengthening of the Faith of 
' on the Cove- Parents, when they are pleading 

nant,pag.430. with the Lord, for his ſpecial Fa- 
Oc. vour to their Infants; that he hath 
* entitled them to this Seal, as well as 
to the Writings of the Covenant ? 

Though Gods Word is a ſufficient 

Warrant, and I do not fay, the 

Seal makes it ſurer in it ſelf; yet 

in this frail ſtate, it tends more to 

confirm and aſſure our Hearts, when 
by two immutable-things, in-which 
it is impoſſible for God to lie, even 
by Writing and Seal, he certifies 
and ſatisfies us, concerning his good 

Will to our little ones. | 

_ 4: Is it not greatly helpful to god- 

ly Parents, that by preſenting their 

Infants to God in Baptiſm, they lay 

new and ſtrong Bonds on their own 

Souls, to walk before God as his 

Covenant-people; and (particular- 

ly) to take all care, in the Religi- 

ous Education of their Children ? 

Who finds not all Cords (even the 

ſtrongeſt of *em) few and weak e- 

nough, to hold his Heart up and 

clole toGod? 
Ts And 


o 
I 


And this leads me to the next 


_ Quereor Cale. 


What” Duties (among others) are in- 
cumbent upon Parents, who are 
for preſenting (or have preſented) 

| their Children to God in Baptiſm, 
23n the Uſe and Exerciſe whereof, 
they may (with good ground) hope, 
that God will beftow on them (and 
theirs) Covenant-Bleſſings ? 


Anſw. 1. Before they bring their 
Children to it, they are bound to. {9 5-12: 
take into their ſerious thoughts, the 7 $16.54 
{ad and ſinful ſtate of their Poſteri- 
ty, as they are Children of Adam, 
and the admirable Grace of God, 
whois pleaſed to deal with ?em as 
Children of Abraham: They need 
waſhing, and he fſ{ets open a Foun- 
tain. And | 

2. They are deeply to humble | 
themſelves for their own failures , See Mr. Dur-, | 
yea falſe dealings in Gods Cove- #2 on the 
nant, and in the way of ſelf-judging, In, 
to go to the Lord Jeſus,and through Page 
him, to the Father, for Reconcila- 
tion, and for renewals of Covenant- 
B 4 Mer- 


| | £2 
Mercy 5; their earnefh Prayers 
ſhould go before *em, when they 
are to go upon this Aﬀair. 
. Secondly. ' In, and during the 
time of the Adminiſtration of the 
Ordinance, | 
I. They ſhouldlook at the Mini- 
Kter as repreſenting Chriſt ; and 
through him, their eyes ſhould be 
fixed on the Father and Fountain of 
Goodneſs; their Hearts ſhould 
They who ar2z have an Holy Awe and Dread for 
| preſentat the him, with whom they have firſtly 
| 0 and chieſly to do; and a deep affli- 
S ſhould alſo have Py 
If 7 uch thoughts, ting ſorrow, that they have walk- 
I See the larger ed ſo unworthily before him : And 
| Catechiſm, their Faith ſhould go along with the 
| DEL Miniſters (and their own) Suits and 
i Prayers, that Water and Blood 
may. meet, that the Grace fignified 
(and not barely the Sign of it) may 
be conferred. 

2. The Language and working 
of every Parents Heart ſhould be ar 
this Rate : Lord !- All the Intereſt 
that I have in this Child I freely re- 
ſign up to thee. Thou didft graci- 
ouſly give it, and Ido (upon the 
Warrant of thy Good Word) give 
it 


il 
| 
' 


2 O 
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it back unto thee; I rejoyce more 
in its being thine, than inits being 
mine. I wait for thy Grace, that 
I may live up tothis Vouchſafement 
of thy Love to me, and it; and (in 
and through that Grace) reſolve to 
walk in all holineſs with thee, and 
before it. 

Laſtly. After the Adminiftration 
of the Ordinance, not only during 
the Childs Infancy, but .when it 1s 
grown into years, Parents ſhould 
make uſe and improvement of its In- 


fant-Baptiſm; and that, 


Firſt, In reference to that great 


end of all, the Glorifying of God. 


1. They ſhould ſpend no little 
of their time (and thoughts) in way 
of admiring the exceeding Riches of 
Gods Grace, who was pleaſed to 
take their Babes into the Arms of his 
Favour, and Boſom of his Church. 
O how great is his Goodneſs ! who 
when Children cannot come to him 
on their own Legs, is pleaſedin a 
way of differencing Mercy to receive 
them, when brought by their Pa- 
rents hands. That Covenant may 


very well be tiled a Covenant of 
Grace, 


Tal. 31. 19. 


Grace, it bath, Grace'in it; in the 
heights thereof, that doth compre- 


hend the little. Branches together 


with their Roots. 

1 Foh. 4.19- 1. Isnot this leading love ? He 
loves firſt ; He loves thoſe that at 
preſent cannot» afually love him ; 
He drinks a draught of love to thoſe 
that cannot yet pledge him. And 
confequently 

2, This is purely free Love. The 
Lord loveth his Peoples Infants (as 


Pete 7:715* indeed he loveth their perſons) be- 


Ezek, 15. 1,2, 


a in an unlovely plight ? 


Epbeſ. 2. 2,3. 
Epheſ. 2. 2,3 God the Glory of his Soveraignty. 


They ſhould own him, as having all 


the Right and Titles that can be 


thought of, to their Children. They 
ſhould ſtill look on *em as bearing 
his Name; they are. in their-Bap- 
tiſm declared Subjects: of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as King and Head of his 


Church. Their deſires, and care 


ſhould run this way, that they may 
be brought up for God, -who were 
horn and brought up to him. | 
Thirdly. 


cauſe he loveth them. Dothhenot | 
ſee their Infants born in their Blood, | 


Secondly. Parents ſhould give | 


OVPFE TO x 
"Thirdly. Parents ſhould acknow- 
ſedg and honour the Faithfulnefs of 
God ; and this they ſhould do, in 
continuing in humble and importu- 
nate cries to (and pleadins with ) 
him, that the Grace of the Covenant 
may appear in *em, as the Covenant 
of Grace hath been ſealed to 'ern. 
That their Prayers may be more full 
and fervent, note they this, That as * 
the whole Word of God is the Rule S250 ve 
of Prayer, and to thoſe that pray , * wary 
the ground of Conſcience; ſo the 


| Words of Promiſe , which are in 
| Baptiſm ſealed, are the great ground 


RA nd 


ſes and Prayers reſemble thoſe two ;;. 


of confidence. 


It is faid in his Book, whoſe Book See Mr. Z01- 

is called, All in Worth, that Promi- {#237orth of 
the Holy Spi- 

Figures,that of Six and that of Nine; 
They are the ſame Figure, only here- 
in they differ, the one is turned 
downwards as the other is upwards. 
Are not the moſt believing Prayers, 
Promiſes bent up towards Heaven , 
and put into Suit ? 

Now as God hath ſaid and ſealed, 
that he will be the God of his Peo- 


ples Seed, that he will blels the 
Ms Fruit 


(26) _ 
Fruit of their Womb, that their Ge. 
neration ſhall. be bleſſed , that he 
will pour out his Spirit on their Off- 
pring, that his Word and Spirit in fo 
i hall not depart from the Mouth off 9#Y 

«Fs T3n ; 
Pſal.112,2. their Seed. Itis an Honour to him, 
Ji, 44. 3, 4. when Parents fpread theſe Promiſes 
before him, asking and arguing on 
this wile : holc 
Lord ! thou didſt without our [ask. | P% 
ng take our Children into Covenant ; 
wilt thou not upon our ashing give em ding 
the Grace of it * Thou haſt granted beet 
*er: the outward Sign, wilt thou deny 
"es theinward Grace ? If thou wilt 
give them Grace, they will then give 
thee Glory;, we are humbly bold with of « 
thee : May we pray, and prevail! 
Having thus ſhewed how the hearts be) 
of Parents after the Baptiſm of their | P©* 
Infants, ſhould be lifted up to God : 
We will now point at the Duties 
that lie upon and before them, in 
— to their Baptized Chil- | 9 
ren. | 


=_ 


_ 


And 1. The very conſideration of 
' their Childrens Baptiſm, doth not the 
only. engage *em to give them In- 
iruion , but withal furniſh *em | *P 
with | & 


r Ge- 
at ws with excellent matter , whilſt they 


are inftruting *em. 
in ſome points and particulars. They 
may and ſhould mind them. 

1- That the diſtance betwixt God 


Off- 


Plrit 
th © 
him, 
les 
7 ON 


I will inftance 


and Man, the Creator and his Crea- 
ture, is ſo great, that they cannot cellently Mr. 
hold Communion, except on Gods whilſion. 


part, there be great and gracious 
condeſcenſion. Now this condeſcen- 
ding hath been, in that God hath 
been pleaſed to deal and proceed 


with Man by way of Covenant. 


2. The firſt Covenant is by Man 
violated , and he is now uncapable 
| of entring Life by that Door : No 


Pſal. 113456. 
See of this ex- 


meer man (ſince Adams Fall) can o- 19% 8. 3: 


bey perſonally, perfealy, and per- 


petually. 


For 


3. All that deſcend from him-in 


the ordinary way are conceived and A 5+ 124 


born in Sin - Were they not ſo,they 
would not ſtand in need of Baptiſm- 
Jal Waſhing. Guilt is upon men, 
and filth is within *em, even when 
they are Infants. 

4. There is an abſolute neceſſity 
upon all, to look after thoſe two 
great joynt-bleſſings,Pardon of, and 


Power 


F110 dati © 
accefti, 
the late ex- 
ceilegt Dr. 
Manton, about 
Improving 
Baptiſm, 


% 
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Power againſt: Sin,. Juſtification and 
SanRification. Except perſons be 
waſhed, they have no part or ſhare 
in Chriſt, or in the ſaving Benefits 
that come by him: | 

5- Such is the Grace of God; 
that he in and by virtue of a ſecond 
and new Covenant, maketh over to 
perſons prime priviledges , even 
Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy full 
of Glory, even on this fide and be- 
tore Glory. 

6. This Covenant is ſo far mutu- 
al, that tney who expe& the Bleſ- 
ſings of it, are to attend to the Du- 
ties of it. In every proper and full 
Covenant there is ſomething promt- 
{cd, and ſomething required. Mer- 
cy's an] Duty's like the Angels 
which 'appeared in Facob's Ladder 
are ſome deſcending, and ſome a- 
{icending. | 
_ 7: 1t is exceedingly to the fur- 
therance of Mans beſt good, that 


God hath ſet up certain viſible OQr- 


dinances, and ſet or put *'em, as 
Seals to his Covenant , which the 
Church hath long known by the 
Name of Sacraments, whereof Bap- 


tilm 


1c 
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C (m.is one'{: Theſe are.vifible words, 
or Sermons:to:our Eyes; they are 
tokens of Gotls:Loye,: and Bonds to 
Mans Obedience. 

Further. :AsParents are engaged 


| by the. Baptiſm of their Children , 


to inſtru *em; fo are they alſoto 


take that courſe which is moſt likely | 


to {et home their Inſtru&ions and to 
render them effectual. 

1. They..are (when need is) to 
join Correction to Inſtruftion. This 
way the Lord:leads *em. When was 
his Houle without a Rod in it ? 

2. 'That their Inſtructions may 
make deeper impreſſions ,. as they 
are to pray! oyer *em, to-prelfs, in- 
culcate,' teach ?em diligently (and 
even whet' them upon ' their Chil- 
dren) 1o. they are to do.it with the 
greateſt tenderneſs and affeRionate- 
neſs pollible. The Wile Man ſets 
down together: with his good Mo- 
thers Advice, her Arguings : What, 
my Son, the Son of my Womb, the 
Son of my Vows. Afﬀections tend to 


-move Aﬀections: Hot Iron will ſoon- 


Prov. 23. 13- 
See Mr, Caſe, 
InſtruCtion 
Corrections 


Deut. 7, 7- 
Acu-s ea dili> 


gentiſſime. 


Prov. 3ls w # 3, 
4s 


er enter: They who ſpeak moſt from, Acorz, ad cor, 


{peak moſt to the heart. 
They 


Exempla mo- 
Vent. 


Pſal, 122. 1. 


(30) 

3- They are carefully to com- 
mend as well as command the exer- 
ciſe of -Piety; their Examples are 
to render their Exhortings more 
moving and influential z they muſt 
not only ſay Go, but Come let us go 
tothe Houſe of the Lord : They muſt 


Non ſolum itz, lead them to Cloſet-ſervices, and in 


ſed eamus, 


Epheſ. 6. 4. 
See Mr. K74- 
dey on the 
Place. 


the fear of an Oath or idle Word. 
O that a Spirit of Humiliation 
came and reſted on Parents / that 
they have no more oblerved that or- 
der about bringing up their Chil- 
dren in the Nurture and Admoniti- 
on of the Lord, that they have ex- 
prefled no more wiſdom, gravity . 
and love, in their ſpeeches to and 
carriages before *em, that they have 
no more travelled in birth, that 
Chriſt might be formed in 'em. 


That little room which is left me, 
muſt be reſerved for the reſolving 
of this grand Caſe. 


Thich 


. ' #mprove for Go 
niſm @ 


\. Before 1 anſwer poſitively; I ſhall 


premiſe, 


Though Infant-Baptiſm was re- 
ceivec in the beginning of our time, 
yet-the Efficacy and Benefit of it is 
intended for (and is. to be extended 
to) all-our time. - Though I preſs 
not upon others their expoſition , 
there are eminent Divines, that ex- 
pound that Phraſe in Canticles about 


Which way may we 
(or growen) into years , uſe and 
| d, our Infant-B4p- 


e growing 


the Churches Navelconcerning Bap- Cz. 7. 2. 


tiſm, where it is compared to a ST 
round Goblet that wanteth not Lj- "ue 
quor; ſtil] may more and more grace 


be derived from Heaven through 


it. : 


2, -] have been long and clear of 
the opinion of an able and experien- 
ced Writer, that it hath no little 


Mr. Cotton. 


conduced to mens calling in queſti- Mr. Firmsn: 


on the Lawfulnefs of Infant-Bap- 
tiſm, becauſe they themſelves have 
no more: found ( and others near 


C 


2 


*em have no more evidence) the uſe- 
fulneſs and profitableneſs thereof. 


And now I go on, to ſhew, That by 
' Influences from the Spirit of God , 
Arguments taken from our being 
Baptized, may (whilſt we live) be 
beneficial to us. 


1. We ſhould hence preſs upon 

our ſelves, our being exceeding di- 

ligent in reading, hearing, . and con- 

ferring on the Truths of God. 

Should not we that were ſo carly 

Prov. 2, 2, 3, owned as Chriſt*sDifciples, be learn- 

ing, whilſt we be living? Should 

we not be for growing, as in other 

Grace, ſo in the Knowledg of our 

Lord and Saviour ? Many have not 

the Knowledg of God this is their 
ſin, and ſhame. 

2. We ſhould from the confide- 
ration of our Baptiſm, be fenced and 
armed againſt all ſorts of Tempta- 
tions, particularly, fuch as lye to- 
wards ſenſuality and fleſh-pleaſing. 
Should we touch any unclean thing ? 
Should we take one exceſſive Cup ? 
Should xye for any time lyein (or 


ho 
2 Pet. 3.ult, 


on) 


#7 ad 


en) that, which is called the Devils 


Pillow, to wit, Idleneſs ? 


It is ſaid of one that was tempted 


to falthineſs, that ſhe did beat back puprizaraſyon , 
the Tempter, with theſe words, 7 See Trap. on 
am Baptized It is laid ſhe quench- Ca#. 7. 2. 


ed the Fire of Luſt, with the Water 
of Baptiſm, or rather, with the 
Grace derived through it. 

3. We ſhould from this Ordi- 
nance be engaged to fight a good 


fight; to ſtand to, and keep up a 


continual War againſt the Fleſh, ſo 
againſt the Devil, and the World. 
It is a common and proper notion , 
that in the word Sacrament, there 
is an Alluſion to ati Oath that Soul- 
diers when liſted took to be true to, 
and couragious under their Gene- 
ral. Should we hearken to Satan's 
ſuggeſtions, or harbour the evil 
thoughts he throws intowour minds ? 
Should we ſuffer the World to en- 
croach upon us, to ſhorten or marr 


-» our ſecrets or joint-addrefſes to 


God? Are we not ſworn to the 
contrary ? 


C4 But 


See Mr. Eol- 
lin worth on 
this. | 
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But methinks' I hear ſome ſay,, We 

' think, -if we had been baptized at 
ripe years,” we could rather have 
made theſe and other good uſes of 

our Baptiſm. \ But what do you 
judge ? 


Is it not a great diſadvantage to a 
grown Chriſtian that his Bap- 
tiſm was received, when he was 
n0t capable of underſtanding the 
Nature and Ends of ut ? 


I will before I declare my Judg- 
ment, lay down this Suppoſition ; 

That a conſiderate perion cannot 
in rcaſon any more queſtion the 
Truth and Reality of his being Bap- 
tized, than that ſuch perſons were 
his Parents :-In both caſes, he hath 
as great a moral certainty, as he can 
delire. x i Fei If 
This being premiſed , I novw ſet 
down (for ſubſtance) what hath been 
{et upon my Spirit, many years, that 
in ſundry reſpeRs it may more con- 
tribute to our beſt good, that we 
were baptized whilſt Infants of days, 
than 


vw » Yy-' WG 


tently enlarged - | __ Mr. Whiſton, | 


_ of the true Religion, and Worſhip 


"C383 
than if our Baptiſm-had ;been defer- 
red. till we had been Men and Wo:-. 
men of years. 430-25 
Of this Subje& ſome have excel- Dr. Ford. 


OE I I Eo + *. Pp Y 
"A ih" vine cies. " 7 
. fl a 
h - ” F "7 Wlagficis De - By 


May my ſhort touches be bleſ- 
ſed,' to the touching of many 
Hearts ! ” Yi ny 


1.. Hath not this a moſt powerful 
tendency- to keep us in the owning : 


of God, and to.arm .us | againſt-all 
{ollicitations to Idolatry ? Is it not 

too too apparent, 'That Education 

in.falle ways doth mightily engage 
perſons:to'em ? How few inſtances J*r- 2-2: 
can:be-given: of Nations : that will 

change their God, though he be one, - 

who by nature isno God ? Menarec 

for ſticking as to the Inheritance 10 

to the Religion of-- their Fathers. 

Shall not we therefore: feel great 

force in this Argument? We were 

born, and dedicated, in the begin- 

ning. of our time, as to the Wor- 

ſhip of the.True God, ſo to the True on this Mr. 
Worthipof God. Our Godly Pa- Yhiſtonto 


rents bound us thereto; ſhall we tbe belt pur- 
C4 hear po ſetreateth, 
os X 


} WER 
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» hearken to thoſe that would draw 
us aſide, or reverſe our Parents en- 

| gagements, or vary knowingly (in 
J one point.) from that ſtraight Rule, 
| God hath given us to ſerve him by ? 
[ If we ſhould offer to Apoſtatize, or 


degenerate, would not this be a 
moſt ſinful Sin? 


2. Doth not our being Baptized 
in Infancy conduce not onely to arm 
us againſt Idolatry of the grofſer 
fort, but Covetouſneſs, which (in 
Gods Book) ftands arraigned as I- 
dolatry 7 Shall we live to the 
World, who were fo carly devoted 
unto God ? Are not we by our 
Baptiſm bound to uſe the World for 

Uri Mundofrui God, and bound out from enjoying 

; t0s it in the place and ſtead of God ? 
; Shall we not look at it as we do at 
Fire, or Water, as a good <er- 

vant, but a very bad Mafter. Shall 

we not be for keeping it under our 

Feet, and out of our Hearts ? Shall 

it be ſaid , That we at once 

Rev. 12:1. commit two evils, forlaking the 

Fountain of Living Waters, and 
Fer, 2. 13, hewing out to themlelves —_ 
| tnat 


Colol. Z+ $o 


£ 
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that are broken, and will hold no- 
water? rs 


3. May we not ſrom.a fair and 


- full view (and review). of our Bap-- 


tim, find our Faith MAY: 
ſtrengthened , and the doubts that 
recyr and return upon us relol- 
yed'? , 


1. How often (and juftly) are 
we troubled, that we riſe no higher 
and reach no further in our Religi- 
ous Services ? 

Yet, if wefind the Lord ſo far 
fixing our hearts, that weare at one, 
never willfully to decline any part of 
that Service, and toattend chiefly to 
the inward part of it; and inthe 
cloſe of all our Services, to cloſe 
with, and rely on Chriſt as our Sa- 
viour : Thereis no reafon we ſhould 
droop , or give way to dejeAtions 
and ſinking diſcouragements ? 

Did notthe Lord ſet the mark of 
his Love upon us and ſeal (as to our 
Parents, fo in and through them ) 
to us, that he would be our God, 
C 4 * when 


0" ne SE GE TEES ar. DARE APIs ni AIG A 6 n——_— = 


2 £0re 8. 12. 


(38) 

when we neithethad.done good; nor 
could do him aQual Service ? And 
may not this much confirm our Be- 
lief; that heiwill!now own ns; * when 
we are fintere,” though CE 
in his Service | HE ef 

. It doth FRRNONGS ind defer- 
Ve ſet ſadly on our Spiritss that 
corruption doth not only remain in 
us, "but alas! "alas vey much (at 


CESS: 


times) tif Hr US,” 77 PPHOUOTT BY. 
Fe ied oben te 
Yet if Grace have _ fo far', 
that we-have iti out hearty defife, 
and delign,ts put every fn to' d&frh;' 
we ivould' not leave: an' Hoof be- 
_: 2414136 387 
Take 1 we ent6tiragement 1 God 
will not 'rejeRt its), becaule we:are' 
not fr ecd #6: tnfitmiries: © Who're- 
ceived ub'ihtb*his Covenant} ardho- 
_—_ vs with the Sign and"Sea! of 
It; whet he ſaw, that” in-and affer 
ole firſt Birth, we had”in us Na- 
tures in which" were the Secdsof E- 
normities-, aad” not of Infirmities 
onely. | 
Secondly. 


IT ww TY F. 
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- Secondly. As\from the thoughts 
. of «0ur ' being taken ſo early ' into 
Gods Hovuſe' and' Heart; 'our: Faith 
may receive ſtrength, ſo: may*our 
hope alſo 3 and that not only that 
God will- preſerve: us during: this 
life,” but *withal, 'that he' will: keep 
our'Souls im Spiritual 'and'to Eter- 
nal life, in'the* way: of our: waiting 

6n him. - = EM 
When Holy David was in' the 7/, 71. «,6, 
mouth and midſt of many dangers , 17> 18+ 


- and when he faiy deaths approaches, 


was' enabled to' plead befoft' God', 

the Relation in which he ſtood to 

tim , from his birth, He minded 

him, that he had been his'hope fron pc. 22. 10, 
his'Mothers Belly, - that he'tad been 1:7. 

his God fromthe Womb, ari& would 

he- forſake him,' when he'was old;, 
and pray-headed, when his natural 'OF this ſee 
ſtrength failed him, ſir& he"would Dre Ford. 
not: '' May not Gods ' Pcople ute 

thele pleas? Lord, thou drdſb own 


. us from our beginning, 4:4 wilt thou 


not own us in and to our ed, yea, 
World without exd ? Thon waſt 


{cj 65, Ie 


(40). 
ound of us , when we ſought thee 
fo wile thou hide thy Face from 
#8, when $72 Our 
(though weakly) ſeckthee ? 


Again, Our being given to and 
received by the Lord whilft Infants, 
fays a ipecial Obligation on us to 
proceed in the great work of morti- 


fying ſin, of getting the ' Love\ 


(which is the Life and Soul) of it 
taken away. | 


Who would not watch againft, 


and be for bringing and keeping un- 
der an Enemy that ſought to ftran- 
le him in the Birth, that hath 
ought his death from the very en- 


trance of his Life, that is of an inve- 


terate and irreconcileable Nature, 
that is God's Enemy, and not his 
onely, an Enemy againſt which both 
God and Man have engaged and e- 
venſworn him from his very Crad/e? 
Is not Sin an Enemy of this kind ? 


Thus 


ſtraits we do truly 


ee 
27 


ly 


(41) 


:\- Thus ſhould a gracious heart rea- 


ſon 3 Shall I give the v4 way tothe 


laſts of the Fleſh, to thoſe of the Ee, Rom. 6. 3.4 
Gal. 5. 34+ 


or the Pride of Life ; would not this 
be a failure, in point of Fidelity, 
and not only in point of Duty £ Would 
2 not be a breach as of other Bonds, ſo 


of my Baptiſmal Vow ? 


Laſtly. As to the quickning and 
farthering of our univerſal Obedi- 
ence, it is of great concernment 
that we were even in Infancy bound 
ſo to obey ? Surely to ſundry, this 
Cord is very drawing. h 


c 

Shall we omit to begin the day 
with God, to be with him at our a- 
waking, to enter on and follow our 
particular callings in his Fear , to 
walk with and before himin all com- 
panies and conditions, who were in 
the firſt of our time tied to all this ? 
Shall not his Honour be always dear 
to us, whoſe Name hath always 
been upon us ? 


Pro- 
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Pſal. $1. 10. 


(42) 


Probably fome may "wh Theſe Ar- L 


guings from and Improvings of In- 
Fant- Baptiſm lye fair for their 
| hands, \in whoſe | heaxts Saving 
Gracess wrouzht , . But we fear we 
.are ; not under thoſe CircumStan- 
\ CES. 


I ſay ; Hath God awakened you. 
Conſciences? Hath he convinced 
you of your fins. againſt Sacramen- 
tal Engagements ? . (which too few 
are, convinced of )., Have you real 
longings for and. iafter the _—"_ 
and Benefit of Baptiſm 2... 


Write on it, as. your - Baptiſm 
doth engage, ſo it doth .(no-little ) 
encourage you to cry . and hope for 
Grace of all forts. If yowbe brought 
thus to:wreſtle with:the Lord, T how 
that aidFt oraer my: Rody to be waſhed 
n pure Water, voughfafe to ſprinele. 
mine Heart from an evil Conſcience - 
Let me come to the Grace, as I did 
to the Laver of Regeneration. As 
thou haſt engaged, do thou enable me 

t0 


x 
& is: 
an 


to 
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ro thy Service. How full of hopes 


| Fisthis caſe? Did God ever deny 
lr-,þ any of Grace, that was not willing 


to be ſaid Nay ? 


My Advice is (as is that of my SeeMr..4/- 
betters) that thou who readeſt this an _ 
wouldeſt. after deep Humiliation {m0 
and Supplication ( I could defire it Mr. Fob»ſons' 
might be after Faſting ) conſider Funeral. 


the Tenour and Terms of the Cove- 


nant ſealed in Baptiſm, if thou 
canſt not in writing under thine 
hand, yet do with thy Mouth, and 
from thine Heart ; bind thy ſelf out 2 Cor, s. 5. 
from all fin, and to the whole of 
Gods Service, imploring his Grace See Dr. F:- 


| and Strength through Chriſt, that comb of Heart- 


thou mayeſt keep as well as make dedication, 


this Covenant. 


O how ſad is it, that many and 
many a one may ſay truly, as one 
did icornfully, That he got nothing 
by his Baptiſm, but a Name! O 
that others, (and in particular they 

who were Baptized by mine Hand ) ' 
would think more than formerly of 

| their 


oO 
their Baptiſm, and . fetch "Grece 
thence, that they may-be the twoſt 
Loyal SubjeAs, Loving Husbands , 
Faithful Wives , Obedient Chil. 
dren, Truſty Servants, True Friends, 
and Good Neighbours; in a word, 
Through and Through: Chriſtians : 


Amen, Amen. . 


